
 Research
Publication Date: 30 August 2002 ID Number: FT-18-0859

 

© 2002 Gartner, Inc. and/or its Affiliates. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction of this publication in any form without prior 
written permission is forbidden. The information contained herein has been obtained from sources believed to be reliable. 
Gartner disclaims all warranties as to the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of such information. Gartner shall have no 
liability for errors, omissions or inadequacies in the information contained herein or for interpretations thereof. The reader 
assumes sole responsibility for the selection of these materials to achieve its intended results. The opinions expressed 
herein are subject to change without notice.  

UDDI Takes Step Forward but Isn't Ready for 
Deployment 
Ray Wagner,  John Pescatore 

Most major IT vendors support OASIS's new committee to develop the UDDI protocol. 
However, UDDI will achieve widespread use only at a late stage in the deployment of 
Web services. 
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NEWS ANALYSIS 

Event 
On 28 August 2002, the Organization for Structured Information Standards (OASIS) announced 
the UDDI Specification Technical Committee to oversee the development of Universal 
Description, Discovery, and Integration (UDDI), a Web service protocol. More than 20 major IT 
companies have said they will participate, including most major software infrastructure providers. 

Analysis 
The unprecedented cooperation by industry participants will do much to secure widespread 
acceptance of UDDI, which provides a common format for enterprises to identify and link to new 
Web services. The supporters of the new UDDI committee include major vendors that elsewhere 
carry on strong rivalries, such as BEA Systems, Computer Associates International, Hewlett-
Packard, IBM, Intel, Microsoft, Novell, Oracle, SAP and Sun Microsystems. 

However, this specification may not prove as important as other Web service protocols with which 
it is normally associated, such as Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP) and the Security 
Assertion Markup Language (SAML), because UDDI will achieve widespread use only at a late 
stage in the deployment of Web services. In general, enterprises will not need UDDI initially, 
either behind the firewall or when they deal with trusted business partners. Supporters will have 
to resolve many security issues related to UDDI before enterprises can safely expose service 
information via UDDI. Standard mechanisms need to be defined for such functions as supporting 
granular access, denial-of-service protection and nonrepudiation. 

Gartner recommends that enterprises evaluate the output of the UDDI committee for in-depth 
treatment of UDDI security issues before planning externally exposed use of UDDI. Gartner also 
believes that secure use of Web services will greatly accelerate if the vendors participating in the 
UDDI committee also participate aggressively in the SAML, Web Services Security (WS-
Security), Liberty Alliance and other Web service initiatives related to security. 

Analytical Sources: Raymond Wagner and John Pescatore, Gartner Research 

Recommended Reading and Related Research 

• "WS-Security Takes Good Step Toward Being Web Service Standard" — The lack of 
any guaranteed level of trust between enterprise Web service deployments will present 
a major stumbling block to widespread deployment beyond the enterprise. By Raymond 
Wagner 

• "How to Be Leading Edge — and Safe — With Web Services" — Web service 
standards, development tools and applications will be immature in security through 
1H03. By John Pescatore 

(You may need to sign in or be a Gartner client to access all of this content.) 
 



 

Publication Date: 30 August 2002/ID Number: FT-18-0859 Page 3 of 3

© 2002 Gartner, Inc. and/or its Affiliates. All Rights Reserved.  

 

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

Corporate Headquarters 
56 Top Gallant Road 
Stamford, CT 06902-7700 
U.S.A. 
+1 203 964 0096 

European Headquarters 
Tamesis 
The Glanty 
Egham 
Surrey, TW20 9AW 
UNITED KINGDOM 
+44 1784 431611 

Asia/Pacific Headquarters 
Level 7, 40 Miller Street 
North Sydney 
New South Wales 2060 
AUSTRALIA 
+61 2 9459 4600 

Latin America Headquarters 
Av. das Nações Unidas 12.551
9 andar—WTC 
04578-903 São Paulo SP 
BRAZIL 
+55 11 3443 1509 

 


	NEWS ANALYSIS
	Event
	Analysis


